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HIGAB
Brewhouse is owned and managed by 
Higab, a property company within the City 
of Gothenburg. Higab’s property holdings 
comprise approximately 300 buildings, 
ranging from buildings of historical and 
cultural importance to sports arenas and 
market halls. Higab’s remit includes the 
long-term conservation and development 
of properties in Gothenburg that are of 
cultural significance. The buildings must be 
preserved but at the same time adapted to 
satisfy modern-day needs and demands, 
ensuring that they remain alive and 
accessible to the people of Gothenburg. 

Further information is available at  
www.higab.se
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BREWHOUSE ASSOCIATION
The Brewhouse Association offers ’incubator’ 
activities, skills development, events and concerts, 
a business association, pop-up offices, studios, 
conference facilities and applied networks. This 
non-profit organisation was founded on the 
initiative of Business Region Gothenburg and its 
task is to contribute to the competitiveness of the 
region and sustainable corporate development and 
at the same time act as a source of inspiration for 
transboundary collaboration.

Further information is available at  
www.brewhouse.se

Brewhouse
10 years



DURING THE first half of the 19th century, many 
pharmacists were beginning to take an interest in 
producing mineral water. Natural mineral water taken 
from spas had been used for a long time for medical 
purposes and now the aim was to reproduce it artificially. 
In 1889, pharmacist J G Loberg opened a water plant on 
Fabriksgatan in Gårda. The area was dominated by  
a variety of trades and industries and at the beginning of 
the last century it was one of the country’s most densely 
populated communities with 7,000  inhabitants. In 1907, 
operations were merged with two other water plants and 
the company AB Apotekarnes Förenade Vattenfabriker  
i Göteborg came into being. With its production of mineral 
water and soft drinks, the company soon became the 

market leader in Gothenburg and presented the low-alcohol 
beer of the time with substantial competition. Horse-drawn 
carts left in rapid succession to deliver the products.

A NEW, MODERN PLANT 
In 1936, a new industrial building was opened on Åvägen, 
designed by Folke Bensow (1886–1971). The building was 
constructed in functionalist style in yellow brick and with 
horizontal ribbon windows. The joists rested on powerful 
reinforced concrete pillars. The main building comprised 
four levels plus a cellar and an office building, garage and 
vehicle repair shop were also constructed. The products 
were now delivered by truck. During the 1940s, 70,000 
bottles were loaded every hour. Production took place 
according to the ’top-down principle’, which meant that the 
raw materials were pumped or lifted up to the upper floor 
before being processed in different stages, with the 
end-product finally flowing down to the bottling machines 
on the ground floor. The source water, which was stored in 
an enormous tank located in the tower of the building, was 
taken from the spring at Kallebäck. 

Pripps purchased Apotekarnes in 1950. Production 
continued at the site until 1974 when operations were 
transferred to a new plant in Högsbo. The building then 
housed a museum for almost 20 years. It was initially the 
Industrial Museum before  becoming the City Museum and 
later the Museum of Ethnography, which eventually 
moved to the newly built Museum of World Culture.

FROM A MUSEUM TO A CENTRE  
FOR CREATIVE ARTS
In January 2002, it was decided that the old water 
plant should become a centre for creative arts, 
specialising in music, film and media production. 
The building was redeveloped and refurbished 
and on October 6, 2004, Brewhouse was finally 
opened. The aim was to have purpose-designed 
premises for small companies but at the same 
time retain the industrial character of the building. 
The old bottling room has now been transformed 
into a venue for concerts, exhibitions and 
conferences. Externally, very few changes have 
been made and even today the workers from the 
former water plant would probably recognise 
their old workplace. The original Apotekarnes 
sign can still be seen on one of the facades.

INSPIRATIONAL COLLABORATION 
The building, which is just over 6,000 square 
metres in size, now houses 100 or so small 
companies. The majority are members of the 
non-profit Brewhouse Association and work with 
culture and creative arts. By working under the 
same roof, there is greater potential for creative 
collaboration and new business.

The property, which comprises five buildings, 
has been part of the Higab holdings since 1979.Soft drink production at the water plant in 1936.
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